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NEW CALENDAR A BIG HIT
Becky Livingston Wins First Place in Photo Contest
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Becky Livingston nearly lost her life to the
corona virus, but, thanks be to God, she
survived and won the 2020 ACHS Photo
Contest.
At its annual Calendar Premiere, held
November 5 at the new Fulton Convention
Center, ACHS’s president Cheryl Livingston
presented cash prizes to the top three winners
in the photo contest.
Winning second place was Donna Dickinson,
and third, Patsy Parr, both of Rockport.
Entering and winning the contest became
very special to Becky as she had to fight for
her life due to the pandemic. She expressed
Cheryl Livingston (L) presents the 2021
Historical Calendar to Becky Livingston, who
her appreciation in the following note for this
won first place in the Photo Contest. Becky’s
Newsletter:
winning photo is pictured below. Photo courtesy
It is an honor for me to
Ty Husak.
represent the Rouquette/Shults
family and the town of Rockport/
Fulton by submitting the 1941
family photo of my Mother,
Pauline, and my aunt Wanda.
Winning first place in this contest
is an added blessing to my life as
I too, am very interested
in "preserving and carrying
on" Aransas County history.
I submitted this photo about 2
weeks before I contracted
COVID. After 7 weeks in
FIRST PLACE PHOTO: Becky Livingston’s submission was
Doctors’ Regional Hospital,
this scene in downtown Rockport following a 1941
hurricane. Pictured are her aunt (L) Wanda Rouquette
CONTINUED . . . See “Becky
Sparks and mother Pauline Shults Roquette.
Wins” on p. 7
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FROM THE LAB: A message from the President . . . . .
Greetings on this beautiful fall day. I hope this finds you
healthy and coping with everyday life. As 2020 comes to a
close this is a good time to remember why the Historical
Society is important to Rockport, Fulton and the rest of
Aransas County.
Since 1985 the mission of the Historical Society has stayed
the same, which is to provide identification, protection,
recording, interpretation and acquisition of historic and
prehistoric sites, structures, places, documents and objects, and
to share the above with the public and promote an appreciation
of history within the county. It’s been challenging to achieve
all we would like since Hurricane Harvey took our meeting
place and the pandemic cautions demand that we be careful and
thoughtful about face-to-face meetings and gatherings.
On November 5th ACHS held its annual Calendar Premiere
where we were excited to introduce the 2021 Calendar of
Historical Photographs. This calendar will serve as our
Sesquicentennial Edition to help celebrate the 150 th anniversary
of Aransas County.
We recognized the people that won 1st, 2nd, 3rd places in the
Photo Contest as well as three for honorable mention. We are
so grateful to all who submitted photo and our calendar
sponsors.
This event took place at the beautiful Fulton Convention
Center, also known as Paws and Taws. With its 10,000 square
feet, the facility provided easy social distancing for people and
even for our displayed photos!
One highlight was the story behind the calendar cover which
featured a memorable shot of six Rockport-Fulton High senior
boys, taken in 1969 by Rose Ann Elliot. On hand at the premiere were two of those “boys,” John Jackson and Ty Husak,
along with the photographer, Rose Ann. The story of the
photograph and its recreation 51 years later is well worth the
price of the calendar. Be sure to get your copy before they are
gone. There is a convenient order form in this Newsletter.
The Aransas County Historical Society uses the proceeds
from the 2021 Calendar of Historical Photographs to help pay
the cost of storage of our archives during the time we’re displaced from our room at the Old Rockport School because of
repairs made necessary to that facility by Hurricane Harvey.
These funds are used to defray any cost (rental or other) to

THIRD PLACE: WINNER: ACHS president Cheryl Livingston
presents Patsy Parr with an award for third place in the Photo
Contest for her 1920s image of two girls fishing. Photo
courtesy Ty Husak.

Rose Ann Elliot (L) served as photographer for both the 1969 and 2020
photographs of “Six Guys on a Car,” or perhaps better named, “From
Seniors to Senior Citizens.” Both John Jackson (center) and Ty Husak were
in the pictures, featured in the new 2021 ACHS Calendar of Historical
Photographs. Photo courtesy Veronika Camehl.

provide a temporary meeting place. We have high hopes that 2021
will be the year we can move back “home”.
A few other ACHS projects in progress are the design of a new
logo, participation in the upcoming Sesquicentennial festivities,
and documentation of the pending relocation of Kline’s Café on
Austin St. to St. Mary’s St. and Magnolia. Ty Husak will be taking photos, shooting video and drone footage to tell the important
story of an exciting chapter in the life of this iconic and muchloved building. Once the move is complete, work will begin on
construction of a new Rockport Center for the Arts in the Cultural
Arts District of downtown Rockport.
Thanks to all of you for your continued support. Your stories of
the 2020 versions of Thanksgiving and Christmas will no doubt
be different. As always, we love to hear your stories.
———--Cheryl Livingston

SECOND PLACE WINNER: Donna Dickinson WON 2nd place prize
for the submittal of her photo of a group of 1920s duck hunters at
the St. Charles Bay Hunting Club. Photo courtesy Veronika Camehl.

Available in Rockport at
ROCKPORT PRINTING
R-F CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
ROCKPORT CENTER
FOR THE ARTS
NEW BEGINNINGS
Available online at
Achs1985.org
Available by mail at
ACHS
P.O. Box 702
Rockport, TX 78381

ORDER FORM: COMPLETE AND MAIL WITH PAYMENT TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE:
________________________________________________ NUMBER ORDERED_______
Your name
_______________________________________________ $12 EACH (price includes handling and
sales tax)
address
TOTAL ENCLOSED___________
_______________________________________________
If you would like for us to send directly to
City, state ZIP
your gift list, please enclose addresses.
_______________________________________________
Make check payable to Aransas County
email
Historical Society
_______________________________________________
telephone
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SECOND AND THIRD PLACE WINNERS IN THE GUY CLARK ESSAY CONEST
HELD TO HONOR GUY CLARK DAY—AUGUST 1, 2020

I Remember Guy Clark
SECOND PLACE: by Waymer Bradley Brown,
Huntsville, Alabama

Guy Clark (1941-2016)

I remember Guy Clark because he was one of my musical
counselors. He didn’t know me and I didn’t know him, but he
understood our shared condition. From the simple joy of
homegrown tomatoes to experiencing the pain of loss and regret throughout one’s life, Guy captured those moments. He
captured the difficultly and complexity of grief in his father’s
death that reminded me that we all struggle with that loss. He
painted the picture of loss and regret in Dublin Blues that
reminded me that the real love in your life overshadows
everything else. These are things we all might intuitively
know, but often we need those reminders. So I remember Guy
as a counselor through his songs and he continues to remind
me to remove the unimportant distractions in my life and get
engaged in the experiences and embrace the emotions.

THIRD PLACE: by Karen Brown, Huntsville, Alabama
On May 17, 2016 Guy Clark passed, leaving a void in the music world. Guy Clark was more than
a singer, writer, artist or great man. His music represents an embodiment of a tangle of feelings and
emotions.
It would be difficult for anyone to listen to the soulful lyrics of “Desperados Waiting for a Train”
or the angst of ‘LA Freeway” and not feel the brilliance of Guy Clark’s ability to transport his
listeners to another place and time.
To know we will never again experience the anticipation of hearing new music from Guy Clark
and to never be transported into the genius of his insights undoubtedly leaves countless ‘broken
hearted people.”
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Masked and Unmasked: Seen at the Calendar
Premiere: Photos by Veronika Camehl
Gene Springs
received an
honorable mention
for his 1957 picture
of his fiancée
Suzanne Kemp.
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FULTON’S UNIQUE CEMENT
STREET SIGNS
by
Donna Dickinson

On hand to celebrate
the new calendar were
(L to R) Julia Kunse, Jo
Ann Morgan, Jeanie
Rutledge, and Cheryl
Livingston.

Here are two of the few remaining Fulton cement street signs; the one
at left with Maggie the Pug is across the street from the Fulton Post
Office. Photos courtesy David Murrah and Donna Dickinson.

Elizabeth Brundrett
and her daughter
Kelly admire the
cover photo of the
2021 Calendar.

DRIVE-UP SERVICE
ACHS secretary
Debbie Machac
delivers a calendar
to a customer
during the drive—byand-purchase time
prior to the
Calendar Premiere.

ACHS WELCOMES THESE
NEW MEMBERS!
Alice Adams
Belinda Bracht
Joseph Fox
Julia Kunse
Gene Springs

The townsite of Fulton was founded about 1867 and
named for George Fulton. The streets where given
names but, there weren’t any street signs to indicate
the street name.
In 1954 Preston “Skeet” McHugh had a cement step
business, he went to the city commissioner in Fulton
to request a bid to construct the cement street signs for
Fulton. His charge for each sign was $9.00 a sign. He
stated the cement would last longer than wood signs.
McHugh had already been making the cement street
signs for Port Aransas, and Rockport, and he was
granted the bid to make them for Fulton as well.
To construct the signs, he made a wooden mold and
used metal house numbers and letters inverted on the
mold, then poured in the concrete, reinforced with a
large metal rod in the middle to keep it sturdy. Then,
he used black paint to fill in the numbers and letters.
McHugh had so many signs to make that he hired
his young daughter Mary Ellen to help, paying her a
quarter for each marker she painted, on all four sides.
She remembered she made $10.00 and was so proud!
She said they tried all sorts of brushes for the letters,
even one of those round erasers with a brush on one
end that were used to correct typing. This was before
computers eliminated the need for typing!
Skeet McHugh sold his cement business due to health
problems around 1960, but his legacy remains as there
are a few of the cement street signs still in Fulton.
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THE SHRIMP BOAT SHERRY LYNN
by
Elizabeth Brundrett
[Editor’s Note: This essay by Elizabeth Brundrett is an
excellent follow-up to Phil Albin’s article on artist
Michael Simon in the August Newsletter. Elizabeth tells
the story of a very special painting that has made its way
back home.]
Every now and then, the world works in a way to bring
a little piece of history back home where it belongs. The
Sherry Lynn was Alvin Leonce Brundrett’s shrimp boat
and his pride and joy. Named after his only
granddaughter, she was built by Alvin’s own hands in
1948 on the property now owned by Jerry and Marsha
Brundrett, which has remained in the family since 1878.
Around this same time in late 1948,
Simon Michael founded the Simon
Michael School of Fine Art and gallery
on a five-acre piece of property about
a mile from where the Sherry Lynn
was constructed. Michael became
branded as the “Grandfather of the
Rockport Art Community” because he
taught, inspired, and mentored
hundreds of budding young artists
from all across South Texas.
Artist Zona Gayle
Chilcoat (1928-2020)
A favorite of Michael’s art students,
Zona Gayle Chilcoat, served as the
gallery manager and eventually Michael’s caregiver. One
day, she was painting at the Rockport Harbor when she
saw the Sherry Lynn return to harbor and docked with its
nets still drying. She captured the moment, showing the
boat in a panting she named “Rockport Basin.”
Eventually acquired by the Caddell family of New
Braunfels, Zona’s painting hung on the walls of their
restaurant there, the Reel Seafood & Grill for many years,
along with several of Rockport artist Simon Michael’s
originals. One family member, Kelly Caddell, fondly
recalled while growing up, going with her parents down
to Rockport many times, and she still makes frequent visits, considering the coast to be a special safe haven for her
and her family.
In time, Kelly learned of the beautiful story of the
building of the Sherry Lynn and of the Brundrett family
who in turn cherished the painting.
As a result, Kelly shared her own story with the
Brundretts about a special piece in her life that made its
way back home to her. As a teenager, she visited
Rockport with her family and while away, someone broke
into their home and stole a piece of jewelry given to her
by her grandmother. The family scoured the local pawn

The Sherry Lynn under construction, c. 1948.
Photo courtesy Jerry Brundrett.

shops in New Braunfels, and, after a couple of months,
they found the item, which is still in her possession today.
The incident taught her the value of having a piece of history come back home where it belongs.
As a way of paying this serendipity forward, Kelly
arranged for the Brundrett family to acquire the painting
of the Sherry Lynn who returned it to Rockport to where it
now hangs in Alvin Brundrett’s original house, the home
to his grandson Jerry Brundrett.
Just as the hummingbirds always find their way back
home to Rockport, so has the painting of the Sherry Lynn,
keeping the spirit of Simon Michael, Zona Gayle Chilcoat
and the shrimp boat Sherry Lynn alive and well in
Rockport.

The painting “Rockport Basin,” by Zona Gayle Chilcoat.
Photo courtesy Elizabeth Brundrett.
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HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE

——— Pam Stranahan, Contributor

History Center Launches Coastal Holiday Series with
New Outdoor Exhibit

NEW MARKER GUIDE TO BE PUBLISHED
The Rockport Pilot, in cooperation with the
Aransas County Historical Commission and the
County Sesquicentennial Committee, plans to
publish an updated Historical Marker Guide in
January 2021 as part of the Sesquicentennial
Celebration.
The Guide will include information about the
77 official Texas State Historical Markers that
are scattered throughout Aransas County. The
last guide was published in 2010.

BECKY WINS . . . Continued from p. 1
and 2 weeks in PAM Acute PT Hospital, I
was released to come home! But, you see, I
am also very interested in "preserving and
carrying on" spiritual
principles I have learned all my life. For
seven weeks in Doctors’ Regional Hospital
I prayed Scriptures that I had put to memory, and I repeated those Scriptures over
and over and over! God was so gracious to
me - He spared my life, taught me how to
walk again, and allowed me to win the
ACHS Photo Calendar Contest! Ps. 118:17
"I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount
the deeds of the Lord." You see, God is
more than a "part" of my life - He IS my
life. Thank you ACHS for touching my life
and the privilege I have of sharing my 4th,
5th, and 6th generation heritage with each
of you!
The event also unveiled the 2021 Calendar of
Historical Photographs—Sesquicentennial Edition.
Its cover is a photo of six Rockport-Fulton High
School seniors captured in a quick moment on Senior Day in May 1969. Its photographer, Rose Ann
Elliot, along with two of the boys, John Jackson and
Ty Husak, were on hand to tell the story behind the
photo.
The Calendar is selling fast, and is available from
local merchants, online at achs.1985.org, or by mail
order. An order form may be found on page 3 of
this Newsletter.

A beautiful fall day and a
nice turnout helped The
History Center unveil new
outdoor signage for its
garden exhibit on Saturday
November 14. The
ceremony marked the
beginning of activities related
to its coastal holiday exhibit,
“Holiday Fare . . . Brought to
You by Land, Sea, and Air”.
The holiday celebration
will include thematic trees
echoing our current exhibit,
“Sails, Trails, Rails and
New outdoor signage accompanies the new
Wings.” Of couwe will not
exhibit. Photo courtesy Pam Stranahan.
forget Santa. A special room
will be dedicated to a collection of Old World Santas.
The signage in the garden relates stories about historic foundations
from around the county: bunker house shellcrete wall from Lamar, ledge
from Rocky Point, shellcrete from a Brundrett home on Allen, and geodetic marker from the corner of Concho and Church Streets. Items in the
exhibit were donated by the McLallens, the Floyds, the Navigation
District, Patty Dunn and Janet Taylor. Funding for the project came from
the Castaways Thrift Shop.
The Friends of the History Center would like to thank the 2020 business
members for their support: Farmers Insurance Greg Yarbrough, Barbara
Daniels CPA, TWFG (Melaine Head), Prosperity Bank, Frame of Mine
(Harriet McCarty), and GSM Insurors.
The History Center at 801 E. Cedar St. is open Monday and Friday 10
AM-2 PM and Satuarday and Sunday from 1-4 PM. On Saturday
November 28, it will be open from 9-4 to celebrate “Shop Small.”
The historic architecture
treasure, the old Kline’s
Café, is about to make a
short move in downtown
Rockport.
Photo courtesy Ty Husak.

HISTORIC KLINE’S ABOUT TO MOVE SOON
Thanks to the interest of dozens of concerned citizens and historical
groups, including ACHS, the historic Kline’s Café building is about to be
moved to save it from destruction.
The move is being funded by its new owner, Ron Meyeres of Austin,
who obtained it from the Rockport Center for the Arts. The Center
wanted to move the building in order to make room for its new planned
facility.
The structure will be located only a few blocks from its present location
on Austin Street, at St. Mary’s and Magnolia, and will remain a part of the
Heritage District. ACHS plans to document the move via video.

Aransas County Gears Up for Sesquicentennial Celebration
Aransas County is turning 150 years old in 2021 and the celebration planning has
begun. The official celebration will be the week of June 12, and continue through June
20, 2021. In October, Aransas County, The City of Rockport, and the Town of Fulton
all proclaimed 2021 as the celebration year.
More than 20 entities from across the country are getting involved in the planning of
Sesquicentennial Celebration. Although specific dates and times are yet to be determined, events such as a parade, fireworks, and an old fashioned county fair are in the
works. Other events include: a Founders’ Day Breakfast, Market Days, Exhibits within
community attractions such as the Texas Maritime Museum, Rockport Center for the
Arts, Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce, Fulton Mansion, History Center for
Aransas County and the Rockport Cultural Arts District. There will be a Stroll through
Rockport to view more than 50 Historical Markers, actors portraying vignettes of life on
the coastal bend in days gone by and a tour of local cemeteries discovering the names of
generations of Aransas County ancestors and founders. —-R-F Chamber of Commerce

Which raises the question, what is a Sesquicentennial?
By the time the upcoming Aransas County Sesquicentennial is
With such a concentration of cattle wealth and influence, it is
no wonder that Rockport mustered the political clout to steal
over, maybe we will have learned to pronounce and spell it!
the county seat from Refugio. Rockport rightly argued that it
What is a Sesquicentennial? Simply put, it is a centennial and
had “more than half the population of the entire County . . .”
a half--the 150th anniversary—of an event.
and that it had “become the business centre, and [with] the
The term came into popular use shortly after America
neighboring town of Fulton, with its numerous Beef Packeries
celebrated its Centennial in 1876 as people began looking
and semi-weekly steam ships, direct from New Orleans . . . has
forward to the next siginicant anniversary. In 1986, the State of
become the mart and market of a large surrounding country.”
th
Texas made the celebration of its 150
Meanwhile, the old Irish settlers of
anniversary a major event across the
Refugio just did not take the situation
state and popularized the concept of
seriously, and failed to oppose the move.
Sesquicentennial events.
As a result, the legislature designated
Our upcoming Sesquicentennial
Rockport as the county seat of Refugio
th
celebrates the 150 anniversary of the
County in March 1871. But, once the
creation of Aransas County in 1871.
county records were hauled away from
Originally a part of Refugio County,
Refugio to Rockport in April 1871, the
Aransas County came into being after
old guard of Refugio finally took action
the new towns of Rockport and Fulton
and came up with a plan to get their
grew rapidly after the Civil War with
county seat back by creating a new
the development of cattle shipping and
county.
meat packing facilities on Live Oak
Because Refugio County covered such
Peninsula.
a vast area, the Irish learned that “the live
In 1866, Richard Wood, son of
wires” of the coast were not interested in
prominent cattleman John H. Wood of
Refugio County, 1838
the back country. Thus, they initiated a
St. Mary’s, and James M. Doughty conseries of meetings which led to what one
structed pens, a warehouse and a wharf near a ten-foot “rocky
observer called “an amicable agreement” to divide the county
point,” and the site soon became known as Rockport. In 1867,
and create what became Aransas County. In a special session
William S. Hall established a slaughterhouse near the pens to
in September 1871, the legislature approved the division and
render hides and tallow. The packing and shipping prospects
re-named Refugio as the county seat of the inland county, and
soon caught the eye of other investors, especially those with
Rockport for the new one on the
large land holdings in the area. In 1867, cousins J.M. Mathis and
coast.
T.H. Mathis engaged the Morgan Steamship Line to make
Both sides celebrated. In
regular stops.
Refugio, when its residents
learned that the Texas legislature
By the end of 1868, two different partnerships had surveyed
had approved the division and
streets and lots in the new town of Rockport, and had constructed
they were to get their county seat
a large shipping wharf into the bay. Investors included John and
back, one of the old Irish settlers
Richard Wood, James Doughty, Joseph F. Smith, T. H. Mathis,
reportedly jumped on a table and
J. M. Mathis, Richard King, owner of the King Ranch, Corpus
proclaimed, “Faith and bejabers,
Christi merchant Perry Doddridge, and Robert Driskoll, father of
and the damyankees got all the
the later famous Clara Driskoll.
water there was in the county,
Add to that mix George Fulton, who had married Governor
and begobs, it is me that hopes
Henry Smith’s daughter Harriet in 1840. Fulton first laid out his
Aransas County.
they all will drown their damned
own town in 1866 which he named for himself, and, in 1871,
Courtesy Phil Albin.
selves in it!”
entered into a partnership with other area ranchers to form the
Now, 150 years later, Aransas
vast Coleman-Fulton-Mathis Pasture Company, an operation that
County is still celebrating its creation “with all the water,”
created one of the largest fenced ranches in the state which
because the water is what continually attracts thousands of
covered more than 200,000 acres and extended 40 miles west of
retirees and tourists, in spite of an occasional hurricane.
Rockport beyond present-day Sinton.
——David Murrah

