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   ACHS is proud to unveil its new logo, as 

seen above and also at right. 

   Almost two years ago, the board decided 

to update our Historical Society logo and 

formed a committee to begin the process of 

studying options and designs.  Committee 

members were Janie White, Elizabeth  

Brundrett, Ty Husak, Cheryl Livingston and 

John Jackson.  After an initial meeting the 

group decided to seek professional guidance 

and turned to Mandy Ahr, a professional 

graphic artist with deep historic ties to 

Rockport.  

   Mandy graciously volunteered her time 

and talents.  Her mother, the late Mary 

Lucille Jackson, was one of the early  

members of ACHS and the older sister of 

two current board members, John and 

Bobby Jackson.  She also served as the  

Executive Director of the Rockport Art  

Association from 1998 – 2005 before her 

passing in 2011. 

   The committee met several times in person 

and virtually over a period of time and con-

sidered several options, but finally settled on 

the “tall ship” design, which was unani-

mously approved by the ACHS Board. 

Designer of New Logo Has Historic Family Ties  
to ACHS, Aransas County, and Rockport 

   In response, Mandy commented, “As 

the 6th generation of my family in 

Rockport, it was an honor to be chosen 

to design the new logo for the Aransas 

County Historical Society.  The histori-

cal tall ship icon is reminiscent of the 

cargo schooners which passed through 

Aransas County beginning in the 1700s.  

Because of that, along with a classic 

timeless typeface, and the design of a 

vintage label, I envision the new logo 

hanging on a historical building front.”  

   The ACHS Board is both appreciative 

and grateful to Mandy for her vision 

and artistry. 

           —-John Jackson 
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FROM THE LAB: A message from the President . . . . .  

   As I type this message we’ve experienced a night 
and day of much needed rain.  It’s helping me feel 
optimistic about better days ahead. There are signs 
of normality returning after a year of restrictions due 

to the pandemic. 

   Did you receive a postcard alerting you to the 
2021 ACHS Historic Photo Contest? It starts on 
May 5th. We’ll meet at our favorite contest gathering 
place, Rockport Dairy Queen, from 2:00-3:30 each 
Wednesday in May and June. Swing by, visit, drop 
off photos and enjoy a sweet treat. We’ll be there 

every Wednesday! 

  I hear some of you have reviewed older photos  
during the past year and some of them would be  
perfect candidates for the photo contest. The photos 
must be at least 25 years old. The contest ends on 

Wednesday June 30. The clock is ticking. 

   The 4th grade students at Fulton Learning Center 
received their copies of our 2021 Aransas County in 
Photographs calendars. Due to the pandemic, the 
process to get the calendars in the hands of the  
students wasn’t as simple as it has been in the past 
but we got it done. The students loved the photo in 
the calendar depicting Picture Day in 1917 at the 

Fulton School! 

   Have you noticed our new logo on the front page?  
We are so grateful to our designer, Mandy Ahr, and 
to John Jackson and the Logo Committee for get-

ting it produced.  It replaces the 
logo at left that was a copy of 

our official seal. 

    Be sure to check the  
Sesquicentennial Calendar on 
Page 6 of this Newsletter, and 
also the website for the Sesqui-
centennial Committee at  

aransascounty150.org for information on the ongo-
ing 150th Birthday Celebration of Aransas County. 

Many exciting events planned for June 12-20. 

   Make sure you read every word in this newsletter. 
There’s an interesting summary of the Kline’s Café 
move in late March. Ty and Donna Husak spent 

many days documenting 
all stages of the success-

ful move of Kline’s. 

   Finally, I’m pleased to 
share news of an amazing 
body of work by our long
-time ACHS trustee, 
newsletter editor and 
good friend David  

Murrah. He recently told 
me that his tenth book is 
coming out this month, 
and it is a milestone of 
sorts, as it will be his 50th 
major publication,  
counting all the books and 

articles he has written. 

   His newest book is being published by Texas A&M 
University Press and is entitled The Rise and Fall of 
the Lazy S Ranch.  David said that this was a study that 
he started more than fifty years ago which became his 
Master’s thesis at Texas Tech.  While some of it was 
included in his 1981 biography of rancher C.C. 
Slaughter, this account focuses on Slaughter’s  
remarkable accomplishment to put together a 250,000-
acre ranch at a time when big ranches were going out 

of business. 

   Most of David’s work has been in ranch history and 
includes histories of the Pitchfork and Mallet ranches 
in West Texas. He also co-authored histories of  
Cochran County, Texas, and of Lubbock. In addition, 
he wrote the centennial history of the Northwest Texas 
Conference of the United Methodist Church.  And, he 
has written introductions for seven books as well as 
dozens of articles in historical and professional  
journals, including the West Texas Historical Review, 
the Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, Texas  
Libraries, Journal of Library Administration, and 

Heritage Journal. 

   David has also served as editor of the ACHS News-
letter for the past 17 years. We’re fortunate to have 
him in our organization. Please join me in congratulat-

ing David. 

   Relax, read and enjoy. 

    ——--Cheryl Livingston 

   ACHS WELCOMES OUR NEWEST 

MEMBERS, 

Phil and Sue Maxwell 

This is the cover of David Murrah’s 
tenth book, which will be released 
later this month from Texas A&M 
University Press.  Photo courtesy  

Texas A&M University Press. 



 

The Aransas County Historical Society was founded in 
1985 to support the effort to move and save the Stella Maris 
chapel. Although the mission was accomplished, a record of 
what transpired during the move does not exist.  

Thirty-six years later, a similar opportunity presented itself 
when plans were created for Rockport’s new Center for the 
Arts in the Rockport Heritage district. Located on the land 
where the Art Center is to be built was the historic Kline’s 
Café building. The only two viable options for construction of 
the Art Center were to either destroy the building or move it. 
After several open meetings with the public, it became appar-
ent that the building was very dear to the citizens of Rockport 
and work began on the effort to move it to a new location. 
Thanks to the tremendous efforts of Luis Púron, ED, of Rock-
port Center for the Arts, and others, the building was saved. 

Starting in October of 2020 and with the blessing of the 
Rockport Center for the Arts, we began the process of  
capturing the move of the building in still photographs and 
video on the ground and from the air.  

The record of the move was broken into sections:  

Before the move – Final views of 
the building were captured from the 
ground and from the air in its original 
location. 

Excavation – A lot of earth had to 
be removed from under the building so 
that hydraulic jacks and cribbing could 
be placed under it for the lift.  One in-
teresting thing that happened in this 
phase was that the movers encountered 
limestone rock beneath the building 
that had to be jack-hammered out. It 
was speculated that this was part of the 
original “rocky point” for which Rock-
port was named and which extended 
into the bay near this location before 
the harbor was built. 

The lift – The building had to be raised to about eight feet 
above grade. This was accomplished over a period of a few 
weeks. A professional building lifter was brought in from Lou-
isiana. Large hydraulic jacks were placed on timbers beneath 
the building and the building was slowly elevated about 10 
inches at a time. After each lift, the building was cribbed at the 
new height (supported with timbers), the Jacks were raised to a 
new level and the process started again. Throughout the proc-
ess great care had to be taken to keep the building level and 
ensure that no undue stress was placed on the building’s foun-
dation. Once raised, the moving dollies were moved under the 
building and the load was shifted from the cribbing to the dol-
lies. 

 The move – There was a pause after the building was on 
the dollies and ready to move while the foundation was poured 
at the new location and allowed to cure. Finally, all was ready 
and the move began. The first day, the building was moved 
about 20 or 30 feet so that the front dollies were on the side-
walk. The next day, the building was moved to St Mary’s 
street and waited in the road for the next morning. On the final 
day, the building was backed over the new foundation at its 
new location. 

   Well over 100 still photographs were taken throughout 
the process as well as many video clips. Some of these are 

being presented, along with descriptions, on the ACHS  
website and Facebook page. 

   The final move of the building through 
the streets of Rockport’s Heritage District 
transpired over three days starting on 
March 30, 2021. A complete record of the 
building being moved through the streets 
was recorded in a time-lapse video by me 
and my wife Donna Husak using two 
cameras.  

   A building move happens very slowly, 
taking most of a day to move a few 
blocks. The time-lapse video compresses 
time by a factor of 30, so that an hour of 
real time can be viewed in only two  
minutes and the entire move through the 
streets of Rockport can be viewed in just 
over 13 minutes. The video is complete 
and ready for release as of this writing. It 

will be released soon in coordination with the Rockport Center 
for the Arts and may be released by the time this newsletter ar-
rives in your mailbox. 

   The photos and videos will also become part of the ACHS 
archives, so that the next time an historic building has to be 
moved, we can show the public how this one was saved and, 
hopefully, allay any fears that the building may be lost in the 
process. 

Documenting the Kline Café Move 
by Ty Husak 

   The historic Kline’s Café building, pictured here in its original location,  
was a landmark on Austin Street in downtown Rockport for eight decades.  
Its distinctive art deco architecture made it memorable for thousands of 
visitors, which helped in part in its being saved from destruction.        

Photo courtesy Ty Husak. 
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THE MOVE BEGINS—Ram House Movers of Sinton took 
on the delicate task of moving the structure four 
blocks to its new location at St. Mary’s and S. Magno-
lia in downtown Rockport. Relocation took three days. 

Photo courtesy Ty Husak. 

THE NEW HOME—Now located at St. Mary’s and S. Magnolia, facing 
north, the building sits above grade about three feet in order to pre-

vent flooding.  Photo courtesy David Murrah 
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Editor’s note:  Award-winning history teacher Bobby Jackson 

has provided us with another History Mystery. Long noted for 

his skilled portrayal of local historical figures, Bobby becomes 

the voice of the early settler of Lamar, Archibald McRae,  

utilizing letters and primary resources to re-create McRae’s 

personal story.  This version is revised slightly from the His-

tory Mystery version that appeared in the Rockport Pilot. Part 

I appears below, to be followed by Part II in the September 

Newsletter.] 

   I am Archibald McRae of the McRae clan of 

Aberdeen, Scotland. Although others may say 

differently, I can assure you that I was the first 

settler in Lamar, arriving here in 1838, twelve 

years ago. It is now 1850, and I live here with 

my wife Vincey and we have raised four chil-

dren.  Susan, the oldest, is now 28; John is 46, 

Sarah is 24 and Murdock is 18.  We lost little 

Margaret in 1837, when she was only three. 

   I had prospered as a carpenter in Florida, but 

economic opportunity in the Republic of Texas 

beckoned me. In 1838, I purchased land from 

the former Irish empresario, James Power, who 

had just established the town of Aransas City 

on Live Oak Point. The land I bought lay across 

the bay on what was known as Lookout Point. I 

started to build my home, and my neighbors 

taught me how to make bricks out of what they 

called “shellcrete.” 

   I built a two-story house and plastered 

the bricks for a smooth, elegant finish. My 

sons and I whitewashed the walls, inside 

and out. Gentle breezes blew through seven 

spacious rooms with high ceilings. Porches 

with large posts provided shade on the east 

and west sides. Large dormer windows on 

the front of the house looked out over the 

bay. In the loft’s walls I crafted square 

holes to provide rests for rifles, should  

Indians attack. I also built a kitchen,  

separate from the house, for my wife. It 

had a fireplace with a deep hearth for cook-

ing and a wide chimney above it. 

   My property sloped down to the beach, 

where I planted salt cedars and built a 

wharf for the small boat that was our only 

transportation. Behind the house lay a bar-

ren, sandy plain with a few bushes, a few mesquite trees, and 

much grass. My wife Vincey soon discovered that the soil was 

deceptively rich, and it nourished every variety of fruit and 

vegetable, in such large amounts that we stored the surplus in 

the cellar beneath the house. 

   The bay provided oysters, crabs, and all kinds of fish. In win-

ter, my sons and I hunted geese and ducks which abounded on 

the shore and deer, wild hogs, rabbits, and fowl in the woods. I 

cured the meat with sea salt collected from the flats. 

   In 1839, Captain James Byrne wanted to build a port city that 

would bring him a fortune in trade with Mexico and western 

Texas. He bought up unlocated and unclaimed land certificates 

after the Texas revolution. He acquired a 1,428 acre survey here 

on Lookout Point. But the survey was on lands which had been 

purchased from Mexico by empresarios Power and Hewetson. 

With the help of influential politicians and speculators, Power’s 

claim to Lookout Point was voided and the 

land was allowed to be sold. This was the be-

ginning of a long feud between Byrne and 

Power. 

   On this tract of land, a town site was laid out 

and named Lamar in honor of Byrne’s good 

friend Mirabeau B. Lamar, then President of 

the Republic of Texas. Byrne asked Lamar to 

lay out the town lots. He numbered the streets 

that ran east and west and named the cross 

streets for trees. 

   By 1839 Lamar was a considerable town and 

home to twenty families. Competition was 

fierce between the promoters of Aransas City 

and Lamar to lure settlers and businessmen to 

their new towns. Byrne built a wharf with ac-

companying warehouses. The presence of a 

customs house in any port town was paramount 

to making the town a major port. Aransas City 

had the customs house, and Byrne set about 

in 1839 to get it moved to Lamar. Mirabeau 

Lamar signed an order directing the customs 

house be moved to his namesake town, 

Lamar. The change was temporary, as the 

people of Aransas City flexed their political 

muscle in the Texas Congress, and got the 

office back to Aransas City. 

   James Byrne looked to other enterprises, 

including a salt works. Lamar’s marshlands 

flooded and drained periodically, leaving 

behind crusty deposits of sea salt. It was a 

precious commodity, so Byrne simply capi-

talized on the natural process. He ran bay 

water into evaporation pits along St. Charles 

Bay, near the Big Tree.  When the salt was 

dry, he scooped it from the pits, broke it up, 

and ground it at a wind-powered mill. 

   Settlers from the United States arrived regularly, needing sup-

plies, and that gave me the idea for a new business. I purchased 

a part of the old Fort Aransazu on Live Oak Point across the bay 

from me and used that lumber to build my first large boat, the 

Belle of Lamar. With this single-masted sloop, I could carry 

cargo to settlements all around the bays.  

[Part 2 will continue in the September 2021 ACHS Newsletter.] 

Early Days in Lamar, from the Viewpoint of Archibald McRae 
by 

Bobby Jackson 

Gravestones of Vincey McRae, 1800-1894 (top) 
and of her son, Murdock, 1832-1889.  Both are-
buried in the Lamar Cemetery.  Her husband 
Archibald, 1792-1851, is interred in the  
Evergreen Cemetery in Victoria.  
Photos courtesy Kam Wagart.   



 

 2021 SESQUICENTENNIAL CALENDAR 
www.aransascounty150.org 

Preliminary Events 

May 15, 10:00 AM opening exhibit, Voices from the Past: The 

Making of Aransas County, History Center for Ar. Co., 801 E. 

Cedar St., Rockport 

 May 22, opening exhibit Live Oak Legacy: Portraits of Places 

in Aransas County since 1871, Fulton Mansion State Historic 

Site, 317 S. Fulton Beach Rd. at Henderson St., Rockport 

Main Events 

June 12, 9:00 – 10:30 AM Founders Day Breakfast, Rockport 
Rotary Club and A.C. Historical Society, Fulton Volunteer Fire 

Dept., Nineth at Mesquite St., Fulton  

Saturdays in summer, hourly beginning at 11 AM, Musical 
“By the Beautiful Sea,” 20 minute play, at Rockport Little 

Theater on Austin St. 

June 12, 12-3 PM County Fair, AgriLife, Lions Club, A. C. 
Children’s Coalition, C. Hagar Sanctuary, Fulton Volunteer 

Fire Dept., Nineth at Mesquite St., Fulton 

June 13 Church histories from the pulpits 

June 13, 12:00 - 4:00 PM Tour of Lamar Cemetery, direc-

tional signs from Park Rd. 13 

June 13, 2:00 – 4:00 PM Tour of Rockport Cemetery, Rock-

port Cemetery Association, Tule Park Road, Rockport 

June 13 4:00 – 6:00 PM Historic Homes - 1868, (Mathis) 621 
S. Church St., (Wood) 203 N. Magnolia, (Fulton-Bruhl) 409 N. 

Broadway, (Baylor-Norvell) 617 S. Water St., Rockport 

June 16 Preview, Rockport Art Festival Poster Artists Show, 
Rockport Center for the Arts, Baker Law Bldg., 401 S. Austin 

St., Rockport 

June 18-20, 8 AM – 6 PM, Rockin’ Rockport Regatta – Ses-
quicentennial Celebration, Rockport Yacht Club, 722 Naviga-

tion Circle, Rockport 

June 19, 10:00 AM Sesquicentennial Parade, Market St. at 

Ann St. (start) to Austin St. at Concho (end) 

June 19, 5:00 – 7:00 PM opening Rockport Art Festival Poster 
Artists Show, Rockport Center for the Arts, Baker Law Bldg., 

401 S. Austin St., Rockport 

June 20, 4:00 – 6:00 PM Historic Homes -1868, (Mathis) 621 
S. Church St., (Wood) 203 N. Magnolia, (Fulton-Bruhl) 409 N. 

Broadway, (Baylor-Norvell) 617 S. Water St., Rockport 

 

 HISTORY NEWS YOU CAN USE    ——— Pam Stranahan, Contributor 

SESQUICENTENNIAL EXHIBIT TO 
OPEN AT HISTORY CENTER MAY 15 

You’re invited to the opening of the exhibit, “Voices from 
the Past: The Building of Aransas County,” Saturday May 15, 
10 AM at the History Center, 801 E. Cedar St.  This exhibit will 
lead you through the history of Aransas County. Major players 
in the building of the county are profiled throughout. Artifacts 
illustrate the stories related in the well-illustrated panels. 
Themes of the panels include Ambitious Settlers, Ships and 
Captains, Downtown, Ups and Downs, Bountiful Bays and A 
Shared Paradise. The exhibit is a major attraction highlighting 
the Sesquicentennial that will serve as an overview of local his-
tory for years to come. 

Phil Albin, former president of the Historical Society, will 
speak on “The Founding of Aransas County.”  We will also 
hear comments by Judge Mills, Mayor Rios and Mayor Cole. 
Light refreshments will be served after the talks. 

Programs to enhance the exhibit will be held on Sundays at 
2 PM - May 30 “Historical Markers relate Unique Stories” by 
Pam Stranahan and on June 27 “Aransas County in Postcards,” 
by Kam Wagert.   
Additional programs on Sunday afternoons will be focused on 
the topics illustrated on the exhibit panels. 

Find unique gifts in the shop – sesquicentennial gear, note-
cards by talented artists, and books relating local history and 
traditions. Book selections include ABCs of RF Art Colony, 
Aransas County in Postcards, Foodways, Taking the Tide, 30 
Years through the News/Lens, Aransas: The Life of A Texas 
Coastal County, and Doc Bruhl’s Garden.  

The History Center at 801 E. Cedar St. in Rockport is open 
Fri. 10-2; Sat. 1 – 4; Sun. 1-4; and Mon. 10-2.  

The 2021  

Calendar is still 

available!  Order 

online from the 

ACHS at  

achs1985.org  
All sales benefit the  

Aransas County Historical Society 


